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"Some believe the universe speaks only in mathematics. But what if we've
been listening to only half the conversation?"
— Professor Alistair Finch, Cambridge Lecture Series, 2023

First Section - The Impossible Data

Cambridge University's ancient physics building stood silhouetted against the
storm-darkened sky, raindrops hammering its Victorian windows like bullets
from heaven. Inside his third-floor office, illuminated only by the blue glow of
his monitor and a single brass desk lamp, Professor Alistair Finch studied data
that shouldn't exist.

At seventy-three, Finch's once-imposing frame had yielded to time and illness,
his spine curved into a permanent question mark—fitting for a man who had
spent his life interrogating the universe's deepest mysteries. His wire-rimmed
glasses reflected scrolling numbers from a CERN particle collision experiment,
results that made his hands tremble slightly as he reached for his cold coffee.

"You shouldn't be there," he whispered to the screen, tapping a gnawed pencil
against his lower lip. "You're mathematically forbidden."

According to UFT 2.0, what he was looking at simply could not exist. The
experimental results showed a quantum resonance pattern crossing the
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Chandrasekhar limit—the theoretical boundary that governed stellar collapse,
the point where gravity becomes so intense that nothing, not even the star's
own nuclear fire, can prevent total collapse into a black hole. It was like
watching fundamental physics forget its own rules.

For thirty years, Finch had developed what the scientific community called the
Holy Grail—Unified Field Theory 2.0. For over a century, physicists had
needed two incompatible rulebooks: Einstein's relativity for the massive,
quantum mechanics for the microscopic. Each theory worked perfectly within
its own domain, but they contradicted each other at fundamental levels.

UFT 2.0 wove both theories into a single, magnificent framework. The entire
scientific community embraced it with the fervor usually reserved for religious
revelations. It was physics' theory of everything—the final chapter in
humanity's understanding of physical laws.

Which made the impossible data on Finch's screen absolutely terrifying.
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THE UNIVERSE HAS A TYPO. And Professor Alistair Finch just found the
correction pen.

Hidden within the data of a CERN particle collision lies a sequence that shouldn't
exist. It isn't an error—it's a message. When Finch dies under mysterious
circumstances, his protégé Derek Devon inherits a silver Zippo lighter, a hard
drive full of impossible data, and the knowledge that the constants of our universe

are being quietly rewritten.

From Cambridge to the Atacama Desert, Derek must decipher the Finch Protocol
before the edit is complete. Some believe the universe speaks only in mathematics

—but what if we've been listening to only half the conversation?

"A mind-bending journey through the fabric of reality itself. Devon writes with the precision of
a physicist and the soul of a poet."

— Commander J. Shepard, New Alexandria Review

"Brilliantly weaves hard science with cosmic mystery. I couldn't put it down."

— Dr. Ellie Arroway, Journal of Speculative Physics

"Part thriller, part existential meditation. The Last Axiom asks what happens when the
universe starts debugging itself—and we're the ones who notice."

— Dr. Isaac Asimov III, Foundation Institute
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Derek Devon documents the shifting parameters of reality
through his acclaimed Last Axiom series. When not writing
about cosmic mysteries, he can be found sailing the world's
oceans or contemplating the mathematical elegance of the
universe. This is his first novel in a 17-book series exploring
the boundaries between science and the inexplicable.
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